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HISTORY AND MISSION OF GREAT LAKES UTILITIES 
 
Great Lakes Utilities (GLU) is a municipal electric company formed under Section 66.0825, 
Wis. Stats.  As such, it is a public body and a political subdivision of the State of Wisconsin, 
with separate legal status from that of its members.  GLU was formed in 2000 in order to become 
a vehicle for obtaining low cost and reliable electric power for its members.   
 
GLU currently operates two power supply pools: GLU East (serving Manitowoc, Kiel, 
Wisconsin Rapids, and Power Marketing Authority, which is comprised of the cities of Shawano 
and Clintonville); and GLU West (serving Cornell, Bangor, Trempealeau and Medford).  Power 
supply pool members are served under long term requirements contracts using a portfolio of 
power supply resources, which includes short and long term wholesale power contracts, as well 
as member-owned generation.   
 
GLU also provides a range of utility services to all of its members, including power supply 
planning and forecasting, market participation and scheduling, retail rate case support, and 
others. 

 
SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS – 2017 

 
GLU maintains competitive wholesale rates for budget year 2018. For GLU-West, 2018 
budgeted average system rates represent a slight reduction from budgeted 2017 wholesale rates.  
For GLU-East, 2018 budgeted average system rates remain the same as 2017 wholesale rates.  
Overall, GLU members maintain among the lowest retail rates in the state due in large measure 
to GLU’s low cost wholesale power supply tariffs. 
 
GLU completes the transfer of GLU load assets associated with the GLU West power supply 
pool allowing GLU to take over power supply operations for GLU West members in the MISO 
power markets. 
 
GLU approves rate stabilization and operating reserves policy; evaluates member services 
priorities and updates its ethics policy. 
   
GLU engages Price Consulting, Inc. to evaluate the costs and benefits of its steam generation 
capacity and energy sale agreement with Manitowoc Public Utilities and approves a five year 
extension with a reduced capacity rate that yields substantial savings on annual billings from 
MPU.    
 
GLU approves a short-term capacity purchase transaction with Marshfield Utilities under the 
GLU/Marshfield master power purchase and sale agreement. 
 
GLU begins discussions with Village of Stratford on GLU membership. 



GLU conducts RFP for long term generation resource study and selects Leidos to review GLU’s 
long term power supply planning methodology and evaluate low cost generation resource 
alternatives. 
  
GLU continues to participate actively in a coalition of municipal power agencies in federal 
energy regulatory commission (“FERC”) proceedings related to the operation and administration 
of the MISO energy markets.   
 
GLU continues monitoring state regulatory activities and assists members with compliance 
obligations stemming from the distribution of transmission-related refunds from MISO. 

 
MEMBER COMMUNITIES 

 
Bangor, Cornell, Clintonville, Escanaba (Michigan), Kiel, Manitowoc, Marshfield, Medford, 
Shawano, Trempealeau, and Wisconsin Rapids. 
 
The combined 2017 load of GLU members was approximately 377 MW and 1,991,674 MWhs.   
 
 
2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Steve Baker, Bangor 
Brian Ellickson, Clintonville  
Jem Brown, Wisconsin Rapids (Chair) 
Kurt Wood, Trempealeau  
Dennis Dedering, Kiel  
Dave DeJongh, Cornell (Treasurer) 
John Fales, Medford (Secretary) 
Mike Furmanski, Escanaba 
Brian Knapp, Shawano (Vice Chair)     
Nilaksh Kothari, Manitowoc (Managing Director)    
Bob Trussoni, Marshfield     
 
 
 


















































